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VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE: OCT 7, 2024
EARLY VOTING: OCT 21-NOV 1, 2024
ELECTION DAY: NOV 4, 2024

For more info, visit movetexas.org/vote
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2024 BALLOT BREAKDOWN

FEDERAL
PRESIDENT

The President is the leader of the executive branch of the U.S. government
and serves as the commander-in-chief of the military. This role oversees the
federal government's executive operations and holds the power to veto
legislation, preventing bills from becoming law.

HOW THIS OFFICE DRIVES CHANGE

The President appoints lifelong Supreme Court Justices and can use their
executive powers to enact significant changes when it domestic and foreign
policy. These powers can create major shifts in domestic policy and have
profound effects on global politics, including decisions of peace or war.

Example: In 2012, President Obama used his executive power for protect
Dreamers from deportation and allow them to work in the United States
when Congress would not pass the Dream Act.

US SENATE

One of two chambers of Congress, consisting of 100 members, with 2 senators
representing each state. The Senate is critical in crafting and passing federal
legislation and confirming presidential appointments, and also has unique
powers, including conducting impeachment trials and acting as a check on
executive. The US Vice President serves as President of the Senate, only voting
in cases of a tie.

HOW THIS OFFICE DRIVES CHANGE

The U.S. Senate has considerable influence over policymaking due to its
structure. With six-year terms and two senators per state, regardless of
population, the Senate gives equal representation to all states, which can
amplify the voices of less populated areas. This design allows for long-term
decision-making, as senators serve extended terms before facing re-election.

Example: In 2022, Joe Manchin’s single vote determined the passage of the 330
million dollar climate legislation the Inflation Reduction Act.
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US HOUSE

The US House is the larger of the two chambers of the US Congress. The number
of representatives per state is based on population (determined by the US
Census every 10 years!). Members work on passing federal laws, serve in
committees, and participate in caucuses. Six US Territories have representatives
in the House, although they do not have voting power.

HOW THIS OFFICE DRIVES CHANGE

Members of Congress can choose to represent either special interests or the
interests of the public. By comparing public opinion polls with Congressional
voting records, it's clear that a gap often exists between the two. This highlights
the need to advocate for representation that truly reflects the political will of
the people.

Example: Representative Greg Casar introduced the “Connect the Grid Act” to
connect us to the national grids after Texas’s independent grid failed in a
climate crisis induced winter storm.

STATE

RAILROAD COMMISSION

Despite the title, they have absolutely nothing to do with railroads.This office
oversees the state’s oil and natural gas industry, including pipelines, coal mining
operations, and natural gas utilities. The commission plays a role in regulating the
environmental impacts, ensuring compliance and promoting energy development.

HOW THIS OFFICE DRIVES CHANGE

Given Texas's significant contribution to national carbon emissions, the Railroad
Commission is one of the most important elected offices in the country when it
comes to addressing the climate crisis.

Example: Our partners at Commission Shift, a Texas-based nonprofit focused on
the Railroad Commission, have published several reports highlighting the financial
connections between many Commissioners and the fossil fuel industry. For the
sake of climate action and integrity, we need elected officials who can serve as
impartial regulators.

continue to page 3
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